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In respect to the conduct of war there are: (1) distracting ground, (2) disturbing ground, (3)
ground of contention, (4) intersecting ground, (5) path ridden ground, (6) deeply involved
ground, (7) difficult ground, (8) enclosed ground, and (9) death ground. (C)
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Those who were called skillful leaders of old knew, how to drive a wedge between the enemy’s
front and rear; to prevent cooperation between his large and small divisions; to hinder the
good troops from rescuing the bad and the officers from rallying their men. When the enemy’s
men were scattered, they prevented them from concentrating, even when their forces were
united. They managed to keep them in disorder. (G)
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If there be no alternative, but death, the soldiers exert themselves to the utmost in desperate
place; solders lose the sense of fear. If there be no place of refuge, there will be no wavering.
If deploy involved in the enemy’s country, there is unity. If it be unavoidable, the soldiers
will fight their hardest. (C)
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On the day they are ordered out to battle, your solders may weep, those sitting up be dewing
their garments, and those lying down letting the tears run down their cheeks. But let them once
be brought to bay, and they will display the courage of a Chu or a Kuei. (G)
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Chu (#£), but is dissuaded from entering Ying (£5), the capital. Shih Chi (32%C) mention Sun Wu
(%2:0) as general. 511. Another attack on Chu (4£). 510. Wu (%) makes a successful attack on Yueh
(). This is the first war between the two states. 509 or 508. Chu invades Wu, but is signally defeated
at Yu Chang (4 #). Ho Lu attacks Chu with the aid of Tang and Tsai. Decisive battle of Po Chu (#/1
#1) and capture of Ying (5). Last mention of Sun Wu in Shih Chi. 505. Yueh makes a raid on Wu in
the absences of its army. Wu is beaten by Chin and evacuates Ying. 204. Ho Lu sends Fu Chiai (k%)
to attack Chu. 407. Kou Chien (‘) i) becomes King of Yueh. 498. Wu attacks Yueh, but is fefeated
by Kou Chien at Tsui Li(#%2%). Ho Lu is killed. 494. Fu Chiai defeats Kou Chien in the great battle of
Fu Chiaus (CX#) and enters the capital of Yueh. 485. Kou Chien renders homage to Wu. Death of Wu
Tzuhsu (fi1-45). 478-476. Further attacks by Yueh on Wu. 475. Kou Chien lays siege to the capital of
Wu. 473. Final defeat and extinction of Wu. ]
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On the distracting ground, unite the solder’s minds. On disturbing ground, keep together. On
disputed ground, try to take the enemy in rear. On intersecting ground, look well to the
defenses. On path-ridden ground, cultivate intercourse. On deeply involved ground, be
careful of supplies. On difficult ground, don’t linger. On enclosed ground, close the path of
escape. On death ground, show the soldiers that there is no change of survival. (C)
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Order should direct the soldiers; but while what is advantageous should be make known,
what is disadvantageous should be concealed. (C)
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When war is declared, close the barriers; destroy passports; prevent the passage of the
enemy’s; conduct the business of the government with vigilance. (C)
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